Environmental properties and scenarios for
future rail systems: infrastructure and
operation of high-speed rail in Norway
Carine Grossrieder 1 , *. Johan Pettersen 1
1

MiSA AS - Environmental Systems Analysis, Trondheim, Norway. www.misa.no.

*carine@misa.no

Abstract The environmental performance of high-speed rail is controlled by
several interacting factors, including requirements for the infrastructure,
operational properties of the rolling fleet, and load factors for infrastructure and
train sets. Besides the technical components, deforestation and land use changes
may represent significant portions of the environmental footprint of new rail
sections. In this paper we describe the temporal sensitivity in these factors, and
investigate their importance to life-cycle assessment of high-speed rail futures in
Norway.

Prospective studies for railway need to consider scenarios for the future
development of all system components, including market issues, technology and
external factors. Energy use and energy technology is an issue treated in most
strategic studies, for transport and other systems. However, given the large portion
of renewables in the electricity market, life-cycle assessments for rail in the
Scandinavian context have indicated that infrastructure dominates many of the
impacts, especially climate change effects. The initial development of
infrastructure must be made using current technology, but maintenance and
operation of infrastructure represent major parts of the footprint and thereby
provide important potentials for improvement through time. Moreover, traffic
pattern and traffic demand is expected to change in the future, and these will affect
both infrastructure load and efficiency in use of the rolling stock.

We present environmental properties and scenarios for future high-speed rail
systems in Norway. The model inventory draws upon several recently completed
reports for the environmental performance of rail in Norway, adjusted to represent
intercity high-speed rail corridors in process life-cycle assessment. We describe
scenarios for the temporal development of controlling factors and investigate their
importance to the total environmental performance. Factors for evaluation include
energy source and efficiency, fleet and infrastructure utilization, production

technology for infrastructure inputs (most importantly steel and concrete) and
energy supply, as well as the external biogenic aspects.
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Introduction

Norway is assessing the feasibility – financial costs, social and environmental
impacts - of future high-speed rail (HSR). The size of potential market for HSR in
Norway is assessed as much smaller than HSR markets already established in
other countries such as France and Germany, but similar to that of Sweden [1].
VWI conducted a feasibility study conducted a feasibility study that showed
several advantages for Norwegian HSR [2]; among them was reduced travel times,
greenhouse gases (GHG) and exhaust emissions. Moreover, accessibility between
major cities and regions will increase and HSR reduces air transport considerably
thereby resolving future airport capacity problems.
Experiences from other European countries have shown that HSR in Norway will
require three conditions to be filled. First, main markets should be concentrated on
the major points on demand, and only a few numbers of intermediate stops should
be taken in greater communities with sufficient traffic demand. Secondly,
planning of infrastructure should aim for single track, where technically possible,
for cost optimization. Third, additional regional services should play a feeder role
for the high-speed network [2].From this, lines Oslo-Bergen and Oslo-Trondheim
have been indicated as the most interesting connections in Norway for HSR [1,2].
High-speed means operational speed at 250 km/h or faster. A HSR concept
integrates technologies for infrastructure, rolling stock and operation, with speed
and marked set by population distribution, topography and stop scheduling.
Operating at high-speed increases energy consumption per seat, and puts limits on
the number of stops that can be served on a line [2]. Previous new HSR lines in
Europe consist of a combination of existing and upgraded infrastructure [2], and
this has been indicated as the probable case in Norway also [3].
Previous studies that have investigated environmental performance of
conventional rail and HSR have concluded that the treatment of temporal
considerations is important for many of the controlling factors, such as energy
efficiency of whole trains, seat capacity per train and seat utilization [4,5].
Infrastructure also plays a key role, especially when the electricity mix used for
operation has a low carbon footprint (CF) [4,6], which is the case in Norway. The
development of energy supply for rail operation should also be included. Most
HSR are operated with electricity, so the future electricity system therefore
becomes a particularly sensitive model decision.

In this paper we build on the railway infrastructure inventory model made by
MiSA for intercity and high-speed rail in Norway. We use SimaPro, and assume a
backgound system according to ecoinvent (version 2.2). The aim of this study is
not to compare HSR with other means of transportation, but to find out core
factors for Norwegian HSR and to draw their likely development up to 2050 in a
LCA perspective. Results presented here should therefore be interpreted for the
importance of scenario parameters, rather than as indications of the absolute
emissions from an expected HSR concept in Norway. Scenario development and
sensitivity for each core factor is described further in the full report [7].
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Core parameters for the environmental performance of
high-speed rail

2.1 Core parameters from literature
The following core parameters have been identified in the literature, for the total
environmental performance of high-speed rail, given conditions relevant for the
Nordic countries and Norwegian conditions [4-6, 8-10].
Background system
Infrastructure (composition of sections: tunnel, bridges and open sections, and
their construction and material use), steel, cement, extrudes polystyrene (XPS),
use or more renewable energy in the steel/cement production process, use of more
recycled steel/cement, deforestation
Foreground system
Electricity mixes, passengers per train, seat occupancy, maintenance, freight
transport

2.2 Life-cycle model for high-speed rail (HSR-LCA)
The detailed model is described in the full report [7]. Our model builds on the data
and structures in previously completed inventories for rail in Norway [8, 11], with
adaptations to take into account the temporal development of core parameters. The
corridor modelled here is generic and must not be interpreted as a specific line in

Norway. Results are aimed at quantifuying the importance of various parameters
and the potential improvement in these towards a future HSR concept in Norway.
The inventory model consist of three main parts: infrastructure, rolling stock and
operation. The infrastructure model links components, such as tunnels, bridges
and open sections, with material and process inputs based on Norwegian planning
data. Life-cycle of rolling stock is adapted from ecoinvent IC trains, normalized
per seat. Energy use per passenger and environmental load from utilization of
infrastructure depends on specific properties of each (e.g., energy efficiency of
trains) as well as market potentials. Energy use data is based on reported values
and potentials discussed in literature.The end model is unit process-based and
parameterized, to accomodate investigation of scenarioparameters for single core
factors and scenarios for the total HSR concept.
Background system inventories in ecoinvent have been updated to take into
account the time span between the origal source data and 2010. Foreground data
refers to specific data needed to model the system. The foreground system of HSR
models consists of energy use for operation, corridor-specific factors for
occupancy (load factors) and the composition of infrastructure for the major
components (open section, tunnel, bridge).Figure 1 below shows results for the
corridor, indicating the relative importance of each part of the HSR concept [7].
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Infrastructure accounts for a large share of the emissions; from 88% for climate
change to 94% for terrestrial acidification. It is not surprising to find a large
amount for infrastructure since the electricity mix used for operation has a low CF
(166 g CO2 eq per kWh). This corresponds with the findings for European settings
[4, 5,10], that emphasize the larger share of infrastructure with a electricity mix
with low CF for operation and the lower share of infrastructure with a electricity
mix with high CF. For instance, a study for Euope found shares for infrastructure
ranging from 9% with an el mix with high CF for operation to 31-85% for el mix
with low CF [4]. Our results are in teh top end of teh scale in literature, for the

importance of infrastructure. The main reason is the relatively low number of
trains running on the infrastructure, leading to a low use of electricity for
operation, a small total emissions for operation and thus a larger share for
infrastructure.

2.3 Land use and land use changes
Land use and land use changes (LULUC) generate GHG emissions through
deforestation and release of soil carbon from clearing of land. Significant indirect
LULUC emissions may also be caused by drainage of wetlands through change of
waterways or other. Two previous studies have estimated LULUC GHG emissions
from developing track lines. For Norway, including soil carbon release from
standing mass and parts of the soil removed, LULUC emissions were estimated at
estimated 17.6 kg CO2 per average m2 transformed in railway construction [9].
Including only forest biomass, a Swedish study estimated 14.4 kg CO2e per m2
[12]. To compare, general inventory methods estimate a pulse of 6 (grass) -15
(forests) kg CO2e per m2 transformed to artificial land [13].
We will not model this issue further here, only point out that with the values above
LULUC emissions are likely to represent within 10-20 % of GHG emissions from
developing rail infrastructure. This is significant to the overall emissions from the
HSR system. Alignment plans and line design should therefore be made with
LULUC emissions and land management in mind. In Norway, forest area consists
of almost 40% of the national landscape. The remainder is mountainous areas at
44% of the territory, and wetland, lakes and glaciers at 13% [14].
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Scenario development

3.1 Parameter sensitivities
Parameters were tested separately, for the sensitivity towards scenario settings;
cement (secondary material and secondary fuel in clinker), steel (use of scrap,
increase in energy efficiency in the production process) and XPS (blowing agents
used in the production process) in the background system. In the foreground
system, for the sensitivity of the electricity mix used for operation, the load factor
as well as the energy-per seat km as are investigated These are further described in
the accompanying poster, and in the full report [7].

3.2 Collected scenarios for future HSR in Norway
The following scenarios are defined, to combine the likely development of core
factors for the environmental performance of future HSR in Norway. Parameter
settings for each are summarized in Table 1, with details for factors in the
background and foreground systems discussed separately in the next section.
Tab.1: Scenarios development

Cement

secondary
material
secondary fuel
energy

Steel

quality

Background

recycling
XPS

blowing agent

2010

2050
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%

5

37
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%
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% decrease in
10
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% chromium steel
10
in rails
% scrap
37

37

60
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10

10
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% CO2
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%HFC-134
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-

-

%HFC-152a
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-

Energy per seat-km

CF (g CO2 per
166
130
100
kWh)
kWh per seat-km
0,041 0,035 0,035

Load factor

%

Energy per pass-km

kWh per pkm
person (share
HSR)
-

El mixes for operation

Foreground

Units

Passenger per day
Trains per day

55
0,075
of 5223
(43%)
38

70

80

0,050
8685
(72%)
49

0,044
9899
(82%)
49

2010
The data from the background system has been modified by the authors to take
into account the time span between the modeling of the data from the database and
their use in the HSR model.
2050
The background and foreground system have been modified. The numbers for the
background system are based on literature studies for 2050. This is, this scenario
is feasible, based on production technique and material available.

2050+
The background and foreground system have been modified. The numbers are
based on scenario 2050. However, scenario 2050+ is beyond the average
production techniques and quantity of material available by that time. To reach the
goals set in 2050+, the organization running the train and the infrastructure in
order to “deliver the transport service to meet the total transport demand”
(functional unit) will have to dress a list of specific requirements to its suppliers
and a active yield management. The requirements concern the materials and
energy used in the production process. For instance, one could require from
cement producers cement with 60% secondary material and secondary fuel.
Concerning operation the objective could be to drive the trains with a “clean
electricity mix”.

3.3 Scenario development for core parameters
Cement
5% secondary material and 18% secondary fuel correspond with the European
cement industry in 2006 [15]. [16] predict a use rate of 37% for both secondary
material and secondary fuel in 2050. The share of 60% for secondary material for
in scenario 2050+ is based on Geopolymer cement [16] that make use of waste
material from the power industry (fly ash, bottom ash) and the steel industry
(slag). The share of 60% for secondary fuel for in scenario 2050+ is to reflect the
share of secondary material.
Steel
The update of 10% in energy efficiency is based on the estimation of the authors.
The 20% is based on the International Energy Agency that set the energy
efficiency potential, based on today’s best available technologies to about 20%
[17]. Nevertheless, by changing from open blast-furnaces to electric arc furnaces,
the steel industry could also reduce its use of energy by 50% [18], leading to the
number of 40% energy saving. Global scrap availability is today of about 0.4 ton
of scrap per ton of crude steel produced. If by 2050 today’s level of crude steel
production were to double, scrap availability is estimated to amount to about 0.6
ton per ton of crude steel [19]. “2050” has 60% recycled steel, based on scrap
available in 2050. “2050+” has 80% recycled steel, implying that specific
requirements have to be specified to suppliers.

XPS
Different blowing agents can be used to produce XPS (CO2, HFC-134, HFC152a). The use of CO2 as blowing agent is increase in ordre to reduce the impact
of ozone depletion.
Electricity mix for operation
The mix of scenario 2050 consists of 70% renewable (hydro), 16% fossils (8%
coal, 8% natural gas) and 10% nuclear. The mix of scenario 2050+ consists of
80% renewable (hydro), 12% fossils (6% coal, 6% natural gas) and 10% nuclear.
It is unlikely that these two electricity mixes will be representative of the average
electricity mix offered by the market in 2050. Again, this objective will be
achieved only if the organization running the trains will set as objective to drive
the trains with a “clean electricity mix”.
Energy per seat-km
The numbers are based on the report by [20] that estimate green train energy
consumption for high-speed rail operations.
Load factor
In 2004, the load factor was in the order of 55% for X2000 [21]. A recent study by
[20] shows a further increase of the load factor for X200 to 60%, resulting mainly
from a more active yield management. Furthermore, they note that the average
load factor for future high-speed trains might even be higher. The 70% for
scenario 2050 are an increase based on the estimation of the author from the load
factor of 55% in 2010. To reach the 80% of scenario “2050+”, an active yield
management will be required.
Energy per pkm
The energy per pass-km is obtained by dividing the energy per seat-km by the load
factor.
Passengers per day
For scenario “2010”, the author of this project has based HSR-LCA on 5223 pday
for HSR. This number is computed by a schedule of 1 train per hour, in both
directions, from 6am to 12pm. This number is very close from the number found
by [1] (2011), which found 4920 pday (scenario D: building of new separate HSR
line). The original number of 12147 pday for all mode of transportation is kept
and developed further in scenario 2050 and 2050+. In scenario 2050, HSR gains
benefit from all mode of transport that loose 50% of their passengers.
Additionally, in scenario 2050+, the airline Oslo-Trondheim is deleted.

Trains per day
Trains per day are increased by 30% (38 to 49) to satisfy the demand of the
increased number of pday from scenario 2010 to scenario 2050+. Trains consist of
250 seats.
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Results for future high-speed rail

Scenarios described above were implemented in the inventory model for HSR in
Norway, for a predefined corridor with mostly open sections. Aggregated results
are presented in Figure 2, as improvements for a selection of impact categories.
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Fig.2:

Scenarios results, per passenger-km by high -speed rail

Climate change
The decrease comes to a large extent from the use of secondary material in clinker
production for cement. To a lesser extent, it comes from the increase in energy
efficiency for steel of high and low quality and from the use of recycled steel for
steel of low quality.
Ozone depletion
All the impact categories are following a general trend. Nevertheless, the slope for
ozone depletion is sharper from 2010 to 2050. This is due to the shift of blowing
agent in XPS production to a large extend and to the use of secondary fuel in

clinker production and the increase in energy efficiency for steel of high and low
quality to a minor extend.
Human toxicity
The major feedstock to produce recycled steel is ferrous scrap. Scrap can consist
of scrap from inside the steel-works, cuts-off from steel product manufacturers
(e.g. vehicle builders) and capital or post-consumer scrap (e.g. end of life
products) [22]. Emissions of heavy metals depend largely on the scrap quality. For
instance, cadmium is one of the main contributors of human toxicity. This heavy
metal is principally consumed for the production of rechargeable nickel cadmium
batteries; other end uses such as pigments, coatings and plating, and as stabilizers
for plastics [23]. This is, a certain amount of cadmium is found in recycled steel,
thereby increasing its human toxicity score [24].
Terrestrial acidification
The decrease comes mainly from the increase in energy efficiency for both steel of
high and low quality and the increase rate of recycled steel for steel of low quality.
Freshwater eutrophication
The decrease comes mainly from the increase in energy efficiency and the
increase rate of recycled steel for steel of low quality.
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Environmental performance of future high-speed rail in
Norway

Our results show that emissions are on average decreased by 32% in scenario
2050 compared to the current situation (2010), and by 57% for scenario 2050+.
These improvements are attained through policy and technology measures found
in the literature, achievable through specific requirements to suppliers and by
having an active yield management. This shows a large potential for reducing
emissions for HSR concepts in Norway.
Compared with previous studies for Europe, though not shown here, we clearly
see the effect of the low number of trains per day for HSR lines in Norway. A
typical European situation assumes both larger trains and more trains per day.
What is considered a high occupancy and traffic in Norway [7], represents the low
average for Europe [4].
For infrastructure, European results in person per km (pkm) vary between 2-67 g
CO2e, with the lower number being a line with high traffic and mostly open

section railway, while the high estimate represents a railway almost exclusively
consisting of tunnel and bridge sections and with a much lower traffic rate. Our
results are in the high end of the interval, around 35-60 g CO2e per pkm,
depending on the traffic rates, even with relatively small portion of tunnels (17 %)
on the line. Direct comparisons are not possible due to different modeling
assumptions, but tthe differences indicated for the European and Norwegian
results underline the specific challenges of future HSR in Norway. The
environmental performance depends on the environmental properties of material
inputs and the use pattern for the infrastructure.

6
[1]

[2]
[3]

[4]

[5]
[6]
[7]

[8]
[9]

[10]

[11]

References
Atkins Ltd, Norwegian High Speed Railway - Assessment Project Contract 5: Market Analysis - Subject 1: Demand Forecasting, London,
2006.
VWI, Feasibility Study Concerning High-Speen Railway Lines in Norway,
Stuttgart, Germany, 2006.
Metier AS, High-Speed Railway Lines in Norway - Concept Evaluation,
Cost Estimate and Uncertainty Analysis - Report 2: Quantitative results for
all corridors, Oslo, Norway, 2007.
UIC, Carbon Footprint of High-Speed railway infrastructure (Pre-Study) Methodology and application of High Speed railway operation of European
Railways, Paris, 2009.
Network Rail, Comparing environmental impact of conventional and high
speed rail, London, 2010.
Stripple, H. and S. Uppenberg, Life cycle assessment of railways and rail
transports, Gothenburg, Sweden, 2010.
Grossrieder, C. Life-cycle assessment of future high speed rail in Norway.
MSc thesis. Department of energy and process engineering, Norwegian
University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Trondheim, Norway,
2011.
Korsmo, A.-R. and H. Bergsdal, Miljøbudsjett for Follobanen,
Jernbaneverknet, Oslo, Norway, 2010.
Schlaupitz, H, Energi- og klimakonsekvanser av moderne
transportsystemer-Effekter ved bygging av høyhastighetsbaner i Norge,
Norges Naturvernforbund, Oslo, Norway, 2008.
Rozycki, C., H. Koeser, and H. Schwarz, Ecology Profile of the German
High-speed Rail Passenger Transport System, ICE. Int J Life Cycle Assess
8.2, 2003, 83-91.
Svånå, R. B, A Methodology for Environmental Assessment - Norwegian
High Speed Railway Project Phase 2, Jernbaneverknet, Oslo, Norway,
2011.

[12]

[13]

[14]
[15]

[16]

[17]
[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

[23]
[24]

Uppenberg, S., H. Stripple, et al., Miljödeklarerad infrastruktur Metodutveckling för miljöbedömning av infrastruktursystem, IVL Svenska
Miljöinstitutet AB, Stockholm, Sweden, 2003.
Müller-Wenk, R. and M. Brandão, Climatic impact of land use in LCAcarbon transfers between vegetation/soil and air, International Journal of
Life Cycle Assessment, 15.2, 2010, 172-182.
http://www.ssb.no/areal/, (Accessed 02.02 2011).
CEMBUREAU, Sustainable Cement Production - Co-Processing of
alternative fuels and Raw Materials in the European Cement Industry,
Brussels, Belgium, 2009.
WBSCD and IEA, Cement Technology Roadmap 2009-Carbon emissions
reductions up to 2050, International Energy Agency (IEA), World Business
Council for Sustainable Development (WBSCD), Conches, Switzerland
2009.
IEA, Energy Technology Transitions for Industry, International Energy
Agency (IEA), Paris, 2009.
Kram, T., D. J. Gielen, A. J. M. Bos, T. de Feber, T. Gerlagh, and B. J.
Groenendaal, The Matter Project, Energy research Centre of the
Netherlands (ECN), Le Petten, Netherlands, 2001.
Rubel, H., M. Wörtler, F. Schuler, and R. Micha, Sustainable Steelmaking
- Meeting Today's Challenges, Forgoing Tomorrow's Solutions, Boston,
USA, 2009.
Lukaszewicz, P. and E. Anderson, Green Train Energy ConsumptionEstimations on High-speed Rail Operations, KTH railway group,
Stockholm, Sweden, 2009.
Anderson, E. and P. Lukaszewicz, Energy consumption and related air
pollution for Scandinavian electric passenger trains, Royal Institute of
Technology, Stockholm, Sweden, 2006.
Classen, M., H.-J. Althaus, S. Blaser, M. Tuchschmid, N. Jungbluth, G.
Doka, M. Faist Emmenegger, and W. Scharnhorst, Life Cycle Inventories
of Metals-Final report ecoinvent data v2.1, No 10. E, EMPA Dübendorf,
Swiss Centre for Life Cycle Inventories Dübendorf, CH, 2009.
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/cadmium/, (Accessed
27.05 2011).
Kellenberger, D., H.-J. Althaus, N. Jungbluth, T. Künniger, M. Lehmann,
and P. Thalmann, Life Cycle Inventories of Building Products-Final report
ecoinvent Data v2.0 No. 7, EMPA Dübendorf, Swiss Centre for Life Cycle
Inventories, Dübendorf, CH, 2007.

